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| A fecond Letter from Scotland, in C onfutation of what hus been alledg?d there  » 
sti Treaty of Commerce, and in Defence of the former Letters printed ih the Ne , 


No.7: 9. and 11. 
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HE lat MERCATOR gave you a very 
” dong Letter from Scotland ; hereunder fol- 
Jows a fecond from the fame'Perfons : 
The reftlefs Endeavours of fome People to 
Impofe upon the: People of Scotland, as 
well as of England, makes this Work equally neceflary, 
that tole ‘People may alfo knowghow their Trade and 
National Good 1s to be facrifit’'d to a Party. The Let- 
ter is as follows. 





SIR, , 


A you have given out lafta room in ‘your AE R- 
+ CATOR, be pleafed to admit the following, 
which, we hope, will clear up further the true Stare 
of che Trade herween Scotland and Frarice, and expofe 
the. Weakneis of thofgwho have Printed their pre- 
tended Reafons againtt he late Treary of Commerce. 
¢ jt the Treaty of Commerce had not been managed 
by her, Majefly with great Care and Pains, and the 
Circumftaaces France was under Had not contributed 
towards the procuring fo Advantageous ‘a Treaty, we 
could never have hoped for obtaining the fame. 

‘ Are not all our Mercharidizes, exceptingefour Species, 
which do not at al] concern Scotland, for their Serges 
are upon the Tariff of 1664. as fhall be made appear 
hereafter, allowed to be Imported into France upon 
the fime Duties they paid forty Years ago? And even 
thofe excepted Articles, fuppofe we had got no 
abatement of thefe Duties, upon the refult of the 
Meeting of the Commiffiries who were to fetrle that 
Matter, were to pay no more than the Dutch, yea, 
than the French themfelves ? Was not the heavy Bur- 
then of §9 Sols, or rather 70 Sols per Ton taken off 
of our Shipping? and the Drotz Aubeine, by which 
the French King poffeft the Eftates of her Majefty’s 
Subjects Dying in France, fet afide ? 

‘ To prevent the Omiffion. of any thing,that might 
have been for the Benefit of Great-Britain, and that 
no Nation whatfoever might get the Advantage of 
usin point of Trade with France, as the Dutch had 
always done before ; Did not her Majefty, in her fin- 
gular Wifdom, ftipulate with France the 8th Article 
of the Treaty, fo as werwere not only to have ‘the 
Benefit of the Articles particularly ftipulated to Great- 
Eritain, but likewife enjoy al ‘the Privileges, Liberties, 
and Immunities, in all Goantries and Places falsetb to 
France, as to all Cuffomss, Duties, Ships, Mderchandizes, 
Perfuns and Goods whazfoever, which any other Nation, 
the moff favoured, bas, ufes, or enjoys, or {hall here Fier 
Nave, ufe, or enjoy? 


A Are 


- & fF eA & BA AO He OK RF OH 


i ee ee ee ee a ee | 


*© Jeges than they ; an th opie of in 
“this Treaty, is, that we are ee as bad a Foot as the 


ta 


ee OMe Tore ih sehen dienes 
. F 


_.. £, By which it is evident, that tho’ Holland ufes France 


‘‘ten times more favourab in the Duties of their 
“Goods than we do, ye we have much greater Privi- 
the only ching to i 

¢ Durch, as to three of the excepted Arricles 5, 23 to 
‘ the fourth Specie, viz. Bartell’d-Cod, we Haye. the 
iM oer 5 of them in neat a 3d part of the. 








* befides the difference of the Duties on our othet' 
which pay by the Tariff of 1664, and theirs, which 
‘pay by the Tarif of 1699. § that all the vain 
‘¢ and foolifh Arguments brought againft the Bill, as if 
oF 


we were in a worfe Cafe thag the Dutch, or out 


‘© Trade confined to, particular Ports, yanifh. 


* This is clear beyond all Cavil, by comparing the 
th Article of the Treaty of Commerce, and the 
‘ Claufe in the Bill, whereby we were to enjoy, all Pri- 
‘ vileges, Immunities, and Exemptions, as well in-re- 
‘ fpe&t tothe four Species of Goods referred to the 
‘ Commiffaries, as others, with the 7th Article of the 
Treaty of Commerce betwixt France and». d, 
concluded ‘the sith of April laft, which ‘Aide, be” 
caufe it is Virtually the famegas if it had been.contain’d 
in the Treaty betwixt Britain.and France, J have. in- 
ferted at sarge, » Ibe Sabet f bi Majeh vn 
And jor this end the Subjeéts of bis Majefty, and.thofe - 
of the fatd Lords the States-Gtneral, may i Be : os 
Jrequent with their Goods and Ships, the Countries, Lands, 
Towns, Ports, Places, and. Rivers. of either State,.td carry 
and fell there 10 all Perfons without diftinition ; £0 bay, traf 
fick, and tranfport all. forts of Merchandizes, whofe lmpore 
tation, Exportation, and TranJportation fhall not be probi- 
bited to all the Subjeéts of hus Majefty, and q the hes 
the States-General nor {hall this reciprocal Liberty he pro- 
hibited or rejirained by any Privilege, Grant, or any partic 
cular Conceffion; nor [hall it be allowable, in the one or the 
other, to grant or give to their Subjetts, La-munities, Bene- 
fits, free Donations, or other Advantages above thofe of the 
other, or to tieir Prejudice; nor [hall the :faid Subjeths of 
either fide be obliged to pay higher or other Duties, Rates, 
Gabels, or iapits whatfoever, on their Perfons, Goods, 
Commodities, Spips or Freights, direélly or indircttly, yr? 
whatever Name, Title, or Pretext, ie thofeywhich |b 
be paid by the eer and natural yom of either. 

‘ Thefe Advafitages being all ftipulated to us, and 
‘the Merchandizes before - mentioned all of the 
‘ Growth and Produét of Scotland, it will appear, that 
‘the other part of the Argument, ( viz.) That the 
© Quannties we could Export of thofe Commodities was in- 
“ confiderab'e, and that other Nations could Import thei 
“as well as we, is as fur from the purpofe as the former, 
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¢ it is a flrange way of Reafoning, that becaufe we are 


"© {> untortunate,as not to have as great Quantities of all 


€ thofe different Species of Goods as fome other Nations: 
¢ have, and becaufe theirs may be either better in their 
© kind, or afford greater Quantities, that therefore wé 
¢ fhould negle& our own Produét, or carry the fame to 
© Market to a greater Difadvantage: Juft fo it is with re- 
— to the heavy Duties we have fo unreafonably 
drawn upon our felves in France; by which, if the 
“Dutch, for Example, could underfell us 5 per Cent. 
© before, we have now given them an Opportunity to 
© underfell us 20 and 30 per Cent. 

Is it any Argument, that becaufe Holland has.Her- 
© rings, as thefe People fry, better than ours, which 
‘they niay Import into France at 16 Livies per Laft ; 
¢ therefore we fhould pay 80 Livres per Laft for ours, 
‘ when we might have Imported them into all Places, 
* without diftinction, upon the fame foot with the Dutch 
¢ if the Bill had pafs’d? | 

¢ That tho’ France has not only yielded up Newfound 
€ Land to us, but allow’d us to Import our Barrell’d Cod 
“upon the fame Duties,which they pay themfelves ; 
“ought we, becaufe we are upon no better Footing in 
€ chat matter than the Subjeéts of France, voluntarily to 
‘have drawn upon our felves a third part more than 
© they demanded? Becaufe Ireland has confiderable Quan- 
¢ tities .of Salmon, ought we to pay 5 Livres per Barrel 
in France, when we might have Imported them for 
© 26 Sols ? i 
¢ and Ireland, as well as Scotland, affords Pork, Beef, 
¢ Butter, TaHow, Hides, Leather, Lead, and Coals; that 
¢ therefore we fhould put our felves under the Neceffity 
‘of paying 20 per Cent. more Duty than the Dutch pay 
© for thelike Goods? = —s- | it 

© Isethere any Reafon under Heaven can be given 
¢ why becaufe England, or Holland has feveral kinds of 
¢ Woollen Manufactures, which we have as good of 
“€ the kind, and as proper for the Market as they, 
© that we fhould refufe the opportunity of Importing 
< ours, tho” we might have done it upon better Terms 
€ than the Dutch ? unlefs it be, that they had cut us ous 
€ of that Trade afrer the Peace of Ryfwick, and had the 
¢ fole Privilege of Importing their Woollen Manufa- 
¢ ture into France, to our very great Lofs. 4 

* But, fry thofe Gentlemen, by the great Quantities 
¢ France has of its own Produce, and the Perfection they 


- © are arrived at in their Manufactures, they'll ftand in 


© need of very little from us: but as this is a Miflake 
« in Faét, there being + Demand in that vaft Coun- 
¢ try for moft of the Merchandizes, which we can Im- 
¢ port there to better Advantagegthan any other Na- 
¢ tion whatfoever: So fuppofing they could purchafe 
¢ their own Commodities as good and cheap as ours, 
€ vet were it not better for Britain to Export our own 
< nfactures, and Fifh, which coft us little but our 
€ Labour, even tho’ we fhould fell them the cheaper, 
¢ sather than Export our Coin for pnrchafing the 
¢ Wines, Brandies, Salt, &c. which we ftand in need 
© of, and will have from thence? or for paying the 
¢ Debtsg which we daily contra& in France, by our 
¢ Gentry’s hapa there ? : 

© But they fiill infifted upon the liberty France had, 
¢ by the Treaty of Peace, to dry their Fith upon the 
© North partof Newfoundland; and from that inferred, 
¢ that while they had any Share in that Fithery, even 
¢ tho’ we were upon the foot of the Tariff of 1664, 
¢ the Confumpt of our Herrings would not be confi- 
¢ derable; efpecially confidering we are by that Trea- 
‘ty reftricted to five Ports: I anfwered, as I had 
‘¢ hinted befdre, that we were not reftricted to any 
¢ ne bat by the. 8th Article of the Treary, and the 
Clavfe in the Bill,which related themgtog:we were to 
enjoy the fame Privileges and Liberties, as to all forts 
of Merchandizes, Cuftoms, Duties, Ports, &c. that 
any other Nation did, or might enjoy: But fuppofe 
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“Is it not ftrange to pretend, that becaufe England: 


* the French had been allow’d to keep Poffeffion of 
¢ Placentia, and other Places in their Cuftody, and to 
‘ have Fifhed promifcuoufly with us in Newfoundland, 
‘ as formerly, was that any Reafon for us not only to 


¢ pive up our Newfoundland Trade, by erin Oui» 
c 


mpott thereof into France, but all the other Bran-? 
¢ ches of the Trade of Great-Pritain ? One would have 
¢ thought, ‘that we had the more Reafonto have accepted 
¢ of good Terms for our Woollen Manufactures, Herrings, 
¢ Salmon, Coals, Lead, &c. and to have our Barrell'd 
¢-Cod from Newfoundland, and elfewhere, Imported 
‘ into France upon as eafie Duties. as the French them- 
© felves ; yea, our Barrell’d God was allowed to be Im- 
‘ ported a third cheapér than the Dutch could have 
¢ done’ by their Treaty in 1699. rather than to 
¢ have thrown up all, by having our Manufaéture 
¢ and Produce either actually. Prohibited, or under 
¢ fuch high Duties, as amounts to a Prohibition: 
-¢ Could our throwing out of the Bill alter the 
¢ Articles of Peace, which has no relation to the Bill of 
¢ Commerce ? But all this is a fham Pretext and Delu- 
‘ fion; for, by the Articles of Peace, Newfoundland, 
¢ and all the !flands, Forts, and Garrifons thereunto 
¢ belonging, with the fole Privilege of Fifhing upon the 
¢ adjacent Coafts, is not only yielded upto Great-Britain, 
¢ bur Nova-Scotia, and the fole Right of Fithing within 
* 30 Leagues of the Shore thereof. And all that is al- 
‘ lowed to the Subjeéts of France is, to catch Fifh, and 
‘ dry them upon that part of Newfoundland which 
© ftretchesfrom Cape Bonavifta in the North, as far round 
‘ as the Point Riche, whichis a place fo tar Northward 
‘ where the Ice continues fo long, and the Seafon of 
* Fifhing fo late, that none of the Subjects of Britain 
* were ever in ufe to Fith there. Our Fithing being fo 
‘ much earlier and bggter,.the Fifth may be brought to 
© Market feveral Weeks fooner from the Eaft and Sou- 
* thern Parts of the Iiland, nearer at home, where the 
¢ French have iio Privilege of Fithing. 
‘ Thofe Gentlemen infifed likewife upon the fmall 
* Quantities ywhich they fay we may probably Expore 
‘of Hertings into France; but they are as much mifta- 
‘ken in that as in other things; for it can be proved 
‘ from very good Authoxity, that more than four times 
‘the Quantity they mention has been Exported here 
‘for many Years together : But admitting, for Argu- 
‘ ment fake, that this Intelligence is right ; yer it muft 
* be allowed, that if our Commerce bail been fettled in 


. ‘the Terms of the Bill, we would have been intitled to 


* all the Privilegesgvhich the Dutch or any other Nation, 
‘ the moft favour d, do enjoy; and confequently, to fend 
* our Herrings upon the fame Duties to all and every 
‘the Portsgto which they fend theirs ; and this would 
‘ have certainly afforded us a fhare of the Confumprion 
* of rhat Country for our Herrings, &c. from which we 
‘ have been fo long debar’d by prohibitory Laws, and 
‘ thereby that Branch of our Exports muft:have been fo 
‘ far extended beyond what it formerly was, which in 
‘ courfe muft make way for a better Market in the other 


* Countries to which we fend the fame: Commoiities ; ° 


‘ for wherever there is but one Market, and that over- 
© ftock’d, Merchants muit fell at a Difadvantage; but 
‘ where there are more Markets to yo to, the Quantity 
‘ of Goods may be fuited to their Demands. 

I fhall give you an Anfwer to the remaining part of 
that Matter, in my next. 


: lam, SIR, &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
This Day is publifh’d, 
M Faoirs of Count TARIFF. - Sold by John Mor- 


phew near Stationers-Hall. Price 1s. 





LONDON: Printed for BE N J}. TOOKE, at the Temple-Gate . and 


foun BArBeR, On Lambeth- Hil, 


( Price 3 Half-pence.) 
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Col. 4. Line laft but 5, for Cana! read Canaile. \§ TA: 
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